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dbqg 12 resurgence of conservatism summary

The DBQ 12, titled "Resurgence of Conservatism," offers a comprehensive examination of the
political, social, and ideological shifts that contributed to the revival of conservative thought and
policies in the United States during the mid-20th century. This period, roughly spanning from the late
1940s through the 1980s, marked a significant transformation in American political life,
characterized by a reaction against liberal policies, progressive social movements, and the
perceived excesses of the New Deal and Great Society initiatives. Understanding this resurgence
involves exploring the key figures, ideologies, and events that fueled conservative growth and how
these developments reshaped American politics.

Context and Background of the Resurgence
Post-World War Il America

In the aftermath of World War I, America experienced unprecedented economic prosperity,
technological advancements, and social change. However, alongside these positive developments,
there was a growing concern among conservatives about the direction of the nation. Many believed
that the country was veering away from traditional values, constitutional principles, and limited
government ideals. The Cold War also played a role, emphasizing the importance of strong national
defense and anti-communism, which aligned with conservative priorities.

The Shift from Liberal Dominance

During the 1930s and 1940s, liberal policies under Franklin D. Roosevelt?s New Deal and
subsequent administrations expanded the federal government?s role in economic and social life.
While these policies addressed many issues, conservatives argued they led to overreach and

dependency. By the 1950s and 1960s, conservatives sought to push back, advocating for
free-market principles, limited government, and traditional social values.

Key Figures and Their Contributions
William F. Buckley Jr. and the Rise of the Conservative Movement

William F. Buckley Jr. emerged as a pivotal figure in organizing and articulating conservative
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ideology. In 1955, he founded National Review, a magazine that became a cornerstone of modern
conservatism. Buckley's intellectual rigor helped define conservatism as a coherent political
philosophy, emphasizing free enterprise, anti-communism, and cultural traditionalism.

Barry Goldwater and the Conservative Revolution

Senator Barry Goldwater of Arizona became the Republican standard-bearer in the 1964
presidential election. His campaign promoted a starkly conservative platform, advocating for limited
government, a strong military, and individual liberties. Although he lost the election, Goldwater?s
ideas energized the conservative base and laid the groundwork for future victories.

Ronald Reagan and the Conservative Ascendancy

Ronald Reagan?s rise from actor to politician culminated in his presidency (1981-1989). Reagan
championed supply-side economics, tax cuts, deregulation, and a robust anti-communist foreign

policy. His leadership epitomized the conservative resurgence, transforming the Republican Party
and influencing American policy for decades.

Major Themes and ldeologies of the Resurgence

Limited Government and Free Market Economics

Conservatives argued that government intervention often hampers economic growth and individual
freedom. They promoted deregulation, tax reductions, and free enterprise as means to stimulate
prosperity and personal responsibility.

Traditional Social Values

A key aspect of the conservative resurgence was a focus on preserving traditional social institutions
such as family, religion, and community. This was a reaction against the social upheavals of the
1960s, including the civil rights movement, counterculture, and changing gender roles.
Anti-Communism and Strong National Defense

The Cold War intensified conservative emphasis on military strength and anti-communist policies.
Conservatives believed that a robust defense was essential to counter Soviet threats and to uphold
American values globally.

Reaction to Liberal Policies and Social Movements

Conservatives often viewed liberal social policies, such as the expansion of the welfare state and
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civil rights legislation, as overreach that threatened individual liberty and fiscal responsibility.

Key Events and Policies that Marked the Resurgence

The Election of Ronald Reagan (1980)

Reagan?s victory symbolized the triumph of conservative ideals, with promises to reduce taxes,
overhaul regulations, and strengthen national defense. His administration implemented supply-side

economics, famously dubbed ?Reaganomics,? which aimed to stimulate economic growth through
tax cuts.

The Rise of the Religious Right

During the late 1970s and 1980s, religious conservatives gained political influence, mobilizing
around issues like abortion, school prayer, and family values. Organizations like the Moral Majority
played a crucial role in shaping conservative electoral strategies.

Tax Reforms and Deregulation

The Reagan administration?s policies included significant tax cuts (notably the Economic Recovery
Tax Act of 1981), deregulation of industries, and efforts to reduce the size of federal agencies,
aligning with conservative principles.

The Conservative Shift in the Supreme Court

Reagan appointed conservative judges, shifting the judicial landscape towards a more originalist

and conservative interpretation of the Constitution. Landmark rulings began to reflect conservative
values on issues such as free speech, property rights, and criminal justice.

Impact and Legacy of the Resurgence of Conservatism

Shaping Modern American Politics

The conservative resurgence fundamentally changed the Republican Party, turning it into a party
that prioritized free-market policies, traditional social values, and a strong national defense. It also
led to increased polarization between conservative and liberal ideologies.

Economic Policies

Reagan?s economic policies influenced subsequent administrations and contributed to a period of
sustained economic growth, though also increasing income inequality and national debt.
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Social and Cultural Changes

Conservative activism helped shape debates on social issues, impacting legislation and public
opinion on topics like abortion, LGBTQ rights, and education.

Global Influence

The Reagan administration?s foreign policy strategies, including a firm stance against the Soviet
Union, contributed to the eventual end of the Cold War and established a more assertive U.S. global
presence.

Criticisms and Controversies

- Economic Inequality: Critics argue that Reaganomics contributed to widening income gaps.

- Social Divisions: The emphasis on traditional values often led to social polarization and conflicts
over civil rights and gender issues.

- Environmental Policies: Deregulation and reduced environmental protections faced opposition
from conservationists and scientists.

- Foreign Policy Controversies: Military interventions and Cold War strategies sometimes led to
ethical questions and international tensions.

Conclusion

The DBQ 12 "Resurgence of Conservatism" encapsulates a pivotal era in American history marked
by ideological renewal and political realignment. From the intellectual foundations laid by figures like
Buckley to the political victories of Reagan, the conservative movement redefined the American
political landscape, emphasizing limited government, traditional values, and a strong anti-communist
stance. Its legacy continues to influence contemporary debates on economics, social policy, and
foreign affairs, underscoring its significance in shaping modern America. Understanding this
resurgence is crucial for grasping the ideological currents that continue to influence U.S. politics
today.

DBQ 12 Resurgence of Conservatism Summary

The phrase ?Resurgence of Conservatism? refers to a notable shift in American political and cultural
life during the late 20th century, particularly from the 1960s through the 1980s. This movement
marked a reaction against the liberal policies of the preceding decades, emphasizing traditional
values, free-market principles, and a stronger stance on law and order. The Document-Based
Question (DBQ) 12 on this topic explores the causes, key figures, and consequences of this
conservative revival, offering a nuanced understanding of a pivotal era in U.S. history.
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Introduction: Understanding the Context of Conservatism?s Revival

The resurgence of conservatism in the United States emerged as a response to the social
upheavals, economic challenges, and cultural shifts of the 1960s and early 1970s. After decades of
liberal dominance?characterized by expansive government programs, civil rights movements, and
countercultural protests?many Americans began to seek a return to traditional values, personal
responsibility, and limited government intervention. This period saw the rise of influential leaders,
ideological shifts, and a redefinition of American political identity, all of which are explored in the
DBQ.

The Roots of Conservative Resurgence
Post-World War Il Foundations

The roots of conservatism?s resurgence can be traced back to the post-World War Il era, where
traditional values were seen as a bulwark against the rapid social changes. During this time:

- The Cold War heightened fears of communism, promoting a sense of patriotic duty and
anti-communist sentiment.

- The economic boom fostered an ethos of individualism and free enterprise.

- The social fabric was influenced by traditional family roles and religious values, which
conservatives sought to uphold.

The 1960s: Catalyst for Change

The 1960s proved to be a decisive decade that challenged the status quo:

- Civil Rights Movement: While advocating for justice, it also prompted fears among conservatives
about social upheaval.

- Anti-Vietham War Protests: Many viewed these protests as a breakdown of discipline and
respect for authority.

- Cultural Revolution: The rise of counterculture, drug use, and liberal social policies alarmed
conservatives who valued established norms.

These tensions created fertile ground for a conservative counter-movement, emphasizing order,
morality, and national pride.

Key Figures and ldeological Shift
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Ronald Reagan: The Icon of Conservative Revival

Ronald Reagan epitomized the resurgence of conservatism, transforming it from a marginal ideology
into a dominant political force:

- His background as an actor and governor of California helped him communicate conservative
ideals effectively.

- Reagan championed free-market economics, reduced government regulation, and a strong
military stance.

- His famous speeches and policies emphasized traditional family values, patriotism, and
individual responsibility.

The Rise of the New Right
The New Right, comprising grassroots activists, religious conservatives, and political strategists,

played a crucial role:

- Focused on social issues such as opposition to abortion, school prayer, and gay rights.

- Mobilized around issues of morality and religion, aligning with evangelical Christian groups.

- Used modern campaigning techniques, including television advertising and direct mail, to
influence public opinion.
Conservative Think Tanks and Media
Institutions like the Heritage Foundation and the American Enterprise Institute provided intellectual

backing for conservative policies. Meanwhile:

- Conservative media outlets, such as talk radio and later Fox News, shaped public discourse.

- These platforms promoted patriotic themes, skepticism of government, and opposition to liberal
policies.
Policy Changes and Political Impact

Economic Policies

Conservatives pushed for economic reforms characterized by:
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- Supply-side economics: The idea that reducing taxes would stimulate investment and economic
growth.

- Deregulation: Rolling back government oversight on industries and financial markets.

- Tax cuts, exemplified by Reagan?s Economic Recovery Tax Act of 1981, aimed at boosting the
economy and expanding the private sector.
Social and Cultural Policies
Conservative resurgence also targeted social issues:

- Opposition to abortion: Led by groups like the Moral Majority.

- Defense of traditional family structures: Promoting marriage and opposing LGBTQ+ rights.

- Religious influence: Increased integration of Christian values into public policy debates.
Foreign Policy and National Security
The conservative movement prioritized a robust foreign policy stance:

- Opposition to détente with the Soviet Union.

- Increased military spending to counter perceived threats.

- Support for anti-communist interventions globally, culminating in policies during the Reagan
administration.
The Consequences of the Resurgence
Political Realignment
The conservative revival significantly shifted the American political landscape:

- The Republican Party became the primary vessel for conservative ideas.

- Democrats faced challenges in appealing to conservative voters, leading to internal divisions.

- The political debate centered around issues of government size, morality, and America?s role in
the world.

Cultural and Social Changes

The resurgence influenced societal attitudes:
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- Reinforced traditional family and religious values.

- Spurred debates over civil rights, gender equality, and LGBTQ+ rights.

- Led to the rise of conservative think tanks and advocacy groups shaping policy and public
opinion.

Economic Outcomes

The implementation of conservative economic policies resulted in:

- A period of economic growth in the 1980s, often referred to as ?Reaganomics.?
- Increased income inequality, sparking ongoing debates about economic fairness.
- A shift toward free-market principles that continue to influence U.S. policy.

Criticisms and Controversies

Despite its successes, the conservative resurgence faced criticisms:

- Critics argued that deregulation contributed to economic instability, including the savings and
loan crisis.

- Concerns about increased inequality and the erosion of social safety nets.

- Disputes over the influence of religion in public policy and education.

- The movement's association with divisive social issues sometimes hindered broader bipartisan
cooperation.

Legacy of the Resurgence

The resurgence of conservatism left an indelible mark on American politics:

- It revitalized the Republican Party and established a conservative mainstream.

- It influenced subsequent political debates on taxation, social policy, and foreign affairs.

- The movement?s emphasis on patriotic nationalism and traditional values continues to shape
political discourse today.

In conclusion, the DBQ 12 on the resurgence of conservatism captures a transformative period that
redefined American political and cultural identity. From the rise of influential leaders like Ronald
Reagan to the mobilization of grassroots organizations, this movement responded to the tumult of
the 1960s and 1970s with a vigorous push for conservative principles. While it fostered economic
growth and ideological clarity, it also sparked ongoing debates about social justice, the role of
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government, and America?s moral direction?debates that remain central to contemporary politics.

QuestionAnswer What are the main causes behind the resurgence of conservatism in the United
States during the late 20th century? The resurgence was driven by factors such as economic
concerns over inflation and government intervention, cultural shifts including debates over traditional
values, reactions to the social changes of the 1960s and 1970s, and a desire to reduce the size of
government and promote free-market policies. How did conservative political figures influence the
resurgence of conservatism in the late 20th century? Figures like Ronald Reagan played a pivotal
role by championing policies that emphasized deregulation, tax cuts, a strong anti-communist
stance, and traditional family values, which resonated with many Americans seeking a shift away
from liberal policies. What role did the Reagan Revolution play in the resurgence of conservatism?
The Reagan Revolution marked a significant turning point by institutionalizing conservative ideas
into mainstream politics, reducing the influence of liberal policies, and energizing the conservative
movement with a focus on free enterprise, strong national defense, and moral traditionalism. How
did the resurgence of conservatism impact U.S. domestic policy during the 1980s? It led to major tax
cuts, increased defense spending, deregulation of industries, and a shift towards conservative social
policies, shaping the political landscape and policy direction for decades. In what ways did the
resurgence of conservatism influence the political realignment of the American electorate? It helped
solidify a conservative coalition that included religious conservatives, business interests, and military
hawks, leading to increased support for Republican candidates and policies that emphasized
traditional values and limited government. What criticisms or challenges did the resurgence of
conservatism face during this period? Critics argued that it led to increased inequality, social
division, and a neglect of social programs, while opponents also challenged the moral and cultural
implications of conservative policies, sparking ongoing debates about the movement's impact.

Related keywords: conservatism, resurgence, political ideology, 1980s, Reaganomics,
conservative movement, American politics, policy changes, ideological shift, social values

DBQ 12 THE RESURGENCE OF CONSERVATISM

Dbqg 12 The Resurgence Of Conservatism

**DBQ 12 The Resurgence of Conservatism: Understanding a Transformative Era**

dbg 12 the resurgence of conservatism marks a pivotal chapter in American
history,

re?ecting a signi?cant political and cultural shift during the late 20th century. This period
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saw the reemergence of conservative ideologies that reshaped government policies,
social attitudes, and the national discourse. Understanding this resurgence requires
delving into the social, economic, and political factors that fueled the conservative
movement?s rise, as well as recognizing its long-lasting impacts on American society.
The Historical Context of the Resurgence of Conservatism

To grasp the essence of dbq 12 the resurgence of conservatism, it?s important to ?rst
contextualize the era in which it occurred. The 1970s and 1980s were decades
characterized by widespread dissatisfaction with the existing political order, economic
struggles, and cultural tensions. The aftermath of the Vietham War, the Watergate
scandal, and an energy crisis had left many Americans feeling disillusioned with liberal
policies and the federal government?s direction.

Economic Challenges and Public Sentiment

During this time, the United States experienced stag?ation?a combination of high
in?ation and unemployment?which eroded public con?dence in the government's ability
to manage the economy e?ectively. The perceived failures of Keynesian economic policies
sparked calls for new approaches that emphasized free-market principles, deregulation,
and reduced government intervention.

The Cultural Backdrop: A Nation Divided

Simultaneously, cultural shifts were creating deep divisions. The civil rights movement,

feminist movement, and the sexual revolution challenged traditional social norms,
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provoking backlash from conservative groups who felt that American values were under
threat. This cultural anxiety played a crucial role in mobilizing conservative voters who
sought a return to ?traditional? family values, patriotism, and law and order.

Key Figures and Ideologies in the Conservative Resurgence

The resurgence of conservatism was not just a spontaneous reaction; it was driven by
in?uential leaders and thinkers who articulated a clear vision for America?s future.
Understanding these ?gures and their philosophies provides insight into the movement?s
appeal and its strategies.

Ronald Reagan: The Face of Modern Conservatism

No discussion about dbg 12 the resurgence of conservatism would be complete without
highlighting Ronald Reagan. Elected president in 1980, Reagan symbolized the
conservative wave sweeping the nation. His charismatic leadership, optimistic rhetoric,
and commitment to limited government galvanized millions. Reagan?s policies
emphasized tax cuts, military buildup, and a tough stance against communism, which
resonated deeply with voters tired of economic malaise and international uncertainties.
Conservative Thinkers and Foundations

Behind the scenes, conservative intellectuals and organizations helped shape the
movement?s ideology. Think tanks like the Heritage Foundation and scholars such as
William F. Buckley Jr. promoted ideas centered on free enterprise, individual responsibility,
and constitutional originalism. These ideas helped legitimize conservative policy proposals

and provided a roadmap for political activism.
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Social and Political Impact of the Conservative Resurgence

The shift heralded by dbqg 12 the resurgence of conservatism had profound e?ects on
American society and governance. The movement in?uenced legislation, judicial
appointments, and the overall direction of the Republican Party for decades.

Economic Policies and Deregulation

One of the most tangible impacts was the adoption of supply-side economics, often
referred to as ?Reaganomics.? This approach advocated for lower taxes, decreased social
spending, and deregulation of industries to stimulate growth. Proponents argued that
reducing the tax burden on businesses and individuals would lead to increased
investment and job creation. Critics, however, warned about growing income inequality
and de?cits.

Judicial In?uence and Social Conservatism

The conservative resurgence also reshaped the judiciary. Reagan appointed several
conservative judges to the Supreme Court and lower courts, promoting a more restrained
interpretation of the Constitution. This had lasting consequences on issues like abortion,
a?rmative action, and states? rights. Furthermore, social conservatives pushed for
policies reinforcing traditional family structures, opposition to drug use, and a tougher
criminal justice system.

Understanding the Legacy and Lessons of the Conservative

Resurgence
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Re?ecting on dbg 12 the resurgence of conservatism o?ers valuable lessons about
political realignment and societal change. It shows how economic uncertainty, cultural
anxieties, and strong leadership can combine to shift the national trajectory.
Polarization and Political Realignment

The conservative resurgence contributed to a realignment in American politics, with the
South and many working-class voters shifting toward the Republican Party. This
realignment intensi?ed political polarization, a dynamic still evident in today?s political
landscape. Recognizing these roots helps explain contemporary divides and the
challenges of bipartisan cooperation.

Balancing Tradition and Progress

Another insight involves the tension between preserving traditional values and embracing
social progress. The conservative movement?s emphasis on tradition was in part a
reaction to rapid social change, highlighting the ongoing debate between continuity and
reform in American culture.

Tips for Analyzing DBQ 12 The Resurgence of Conservatism

For students or researchers tackling dbq 12 the resurgence of conservatism, a few
strategies can enhance understanding and analysis:

Contextualize Documents: Place primary sources within the broader historical

setting to understand motivations and biases.

Identify Perspectives: Look for di?ering viewpoints within the documents,
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noting
2.
conservative versus liberal voices.

Connect Themes: Trace how economic, social, and political themes intertwine
to

form the resurgence narrative.

Use Evidence E?ectively: Support claims with speci?c references to documents
4.

and outside knowledge.

Exploring dbg 12 the resurgence of conservatism thus not only enriches knowledge of a
transformative period but also sharpens analytical skills critical for historical inquiry.

As we consider the resurgence of conservatism, it becomes clear that this movement was
more than a political shift?it was a re?ection of Americans grappling with the challenges
of change, identity, and governance. The echoes of this era continue to in?uence debates
and decisions, underscoring the enduring signi?cance of understanding this chapter in
history.

Question

Answer

What is DBQ 12 'The

Resurgence of
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Conservatism' about?

DBQ 12 'The Resurgence of Conservatism' is an essay
prompt that asks students to analyze the factors that led
to the rise of conservative political movements in the
United States during the late 20th century, focusing on
social, economic, and political changes.

Which time period does

‘The Resurgence of

Conservatism' typically

cover?

It typically covers the period from the 1960s through the
1980s, highlighting the shift in American politics marked
by the election of Ronald Reagan and the conservative
reaction to liberal policies of previous decades.

What were some key

causes of the resurgence of

conservatism in the United

States?

Key causes included dissatisfaction with the outcomes of
the 1960s social movements, economic challenges like

in?ation and unemployment, concerns over crime and

Vol. 2026, Issue 9
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national security, and a pushback against liberal policies

on welfare and government intervention.

How did Ronald Reagan

contribute to the

resurgence of

conservatism?

Ronald Reagan became a symbol of conservative

resurgence by promoting free-market economics,

reducing government regulations, advocating for a strong

military, and appealing to traditional values, which helped

shift the political landscape to the right.

What role did the Moral

Majority and religious

groups play in the

conservative resu rgence?

The Moral Majority and other evangelical Christian groups

mobilized conservative voters by emphasizing issues like

opposition to abortion, promotion of traditional family

values, and resistance to secularism, signi?cantly

in?uencing the conservative political agenda.

Vol. 2026, Issue 9
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How did economic factors

in?uence the rise of

conservatism during this

period?

Economic factors such as stag?ation, high taxes, and
concerns over government spending led many Americans
to support conservative calls for deregulation, tax cuts,
and a reduction in the size of government.

What was the impact of the

conservative resurgence on

social policies?

The conservative resurgence led to stricter policies on
crime, opposition to a?rmative action, resistance to
expanded welfare programs, and a focus on law and
order, re?ecting a shift towards more traditional social
values.

How did foreign policy

concerns contribute to the

resurgence of

conservatism?

Concerns about the Cold War, the perceived decline of

Vol. 2026, Issue 9
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American global power, and the desire for a strong
military response to the Soviet Union helped
conservatives gain support by promising a more assertive
foreign policy.

In what ways did the

conservative resurgence

a?ect the Democratic

Party?

The conservative resurgence pressured the Democratic
Party to moderate some of its policies, contributed to
internal divisions between liberals and moderates, and led
to electoral losses, prompting the party to rethink its
platforms in subsequent years.

*DBQ 12: The Resurgence of Conservatism ? An Analytical Review**

Vol. 2026, Issue 9

dbg 12 the resurgence of conservatism marks a pivotal exploration into the

ideological revival that reshaped American politics in the late 20th century. This

resurgence signaled a signi?cant shift away from the liberal consensus that had

dominated much of the post-World War 1l era, giving rise to a new wave of conservative

thought that in?uenced government policy, social values, and economic approaches.

Understanding this resurgence is crucial for grasping the complexities of contemporary
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political dynamics in the United States.

The Historical Context of the Conservative Revival

The resurgence of conservatism did not emerge in a vacuum; rather, it was the product of
decades of social, economic, and political developments. After the 1960s, the nation faced
a combination of challenges including the Vietnam War?s divisiveness, economic
stag?ation, and increasing skepticism toward federal government e?cacy. These issues
eroded public con?dence in the liberal policies of the New Deal and Great Society eras.
The dbq 12 the resurgence of conservatism highlights how conservative leaders
capitalized on this disillusionment to promote a return to traditional values, limited
government intervention, and free-market principles. This period saw the rise of in?uential
?gures such as Ronald Reagan, whose presidency in the 1980s epitomized the
conservative shift.

Economic Factors Driving Conservative Momentum

Economic stagnation and in?ation in the 1970s created fertile ground for conservative
economic policies. The dbq 12 the resurgence of conservatism underscores the demand
for deregulation, tax cuts, and a reduction in government spending as remedies for
economic malaise. Reaganomics, as championed by President Reagan, embodied these
principles by advocating supply-side economics, which prioritized lowering taxes on
businesses and individuals to stimulate investment and growth.

This approach contrasted sharply with Keynesian models favored by liberals, who

supported increased government spending to manage economic cycles. The conservative
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resurgence argued that government overreach sti?ed entrepreneurship and economic
freedom, a message that resonated with many Americans facing unemployment and
in?ation.

Social and Cultural Dimensions of the Conservative Revival

Beyond economics, dbqg 12 the resurgence of conservatism also re?ects a broader cultural
reaction against the social upheavals of the 1960s and 1970s. Issues such as the civil
rights movement, feminism, and the sexual revolution challenged traditional social norms,
prompting a conservative backlash rooted in the defense of family structures, religious
values, and national identity.

The rise of the Moral Majority and other religious right groups during this era exempli?es
how conservatism intertwined with evangelical Christianity to shape political discourse.
These groups mobilized voters around issues like abortion, school prayer, and opposition
to a?rmative action, in?uencing Republican Party platforms and electoral strategies.
Political Strategies and the Conservative Coalition

The dbq 12 the resurgence of conservatism also examines the strategic political alliances
that facilitated this ideological revival. Conservatives successfully built a coalition that
included ?scal conservatives, social traditionalists, and anti-communist hawks. This broad
base enabled the Republican Party to regain dominance in national politics after decades
of Democratic control.

The Role of Media and Intellectual Movements
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Conservative think tanks, media outlets, and intellectuals played a signi?cant role in
shaping public opinion during this resurgence. Organizations like The Heritage Foundation
and the American Enterprise Institute produced policy research that informed
conservative agendas, while talk radio and emerging cable news channels ampli?ed
conservative voices. This strategic use of media helped frame conservative ideas as
pragmatic solutions to America?s perceived decline.

Electoral Impact and Policy Outcomes

The tangible impact of the conservative resurgence is evident in electoral results and
legislative achievements. Reagan?s landslide victories in 1980 and 1984 re?ected
widespread public support for conservative policies. Key legislative outcomes included
major tax reforms, increased defense spending, and e?orts to roll back environmental and
labor regulations.

However, the dbg 12 the resurgence of conservatism also reveals the mixed results of
these policies. While economic growth accelerated, income inequality widened, and social
divisions deepened. Critics argue that deregulation contributed to long-term ?nancial
instability, while others contend that conservative governance restored American
con?dence and global standing.

Legacy and Contemporary Relevance

Understanding dbq 12 the resurgence of conservatism is essential for interpreting current
political trends. The conservative revival of the late 20th century laid the groundwork for

ongoing debates about the role of government, the balance between individual liberty and
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social responsibility, and the cultural direction of the nation.

Today?s political landscape continues to be shaped by the ideological battles that de?ned
this resurgence, with ongoing disputes over taxation, healthcare, education, and social
policies re?ecting the enduring in?uence of conservative thought. The dbg 12 the
resurgence of conservatism o?ers valuable insights into how historical shifts in ideology
can reverberate through decades, in?uencing voter behavior, party alignment, and policy
priorities.

In sum, the resurgence of conservatism as documented in dbq 12 reveals a multifaceted
movement born from economic distress, cultural upheaval, and strategic political
mobilization. Its impact on American society and governance underscores the dynamic
nature of ideological evolution and the persistent contest between competing visions for
the country?s future.

Reaganomics, Cold War, conservative movement, 1980s politics, supply-side economics,

New Right, Moral Majority, anti-communism, tax cuts, deregulation
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