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some short christmas stories evoke the warmth, joy, and magic that define the holiday season.
These tales, often brief yet impactful, have the power to bring families and friends together,
reminding us of the true spirit of Christmas. Whether shared around a crackling fire, read aloud on a
chilly winter evening, or enjoyed quietly on a snowy afternoon, short Christmas stories serve as
timeless traditions that enrich our holiday celebrations. In this article, we will explore a variety of
charming stories, their themes, and why they continue to hold a special place in our hearts year after
year.

Why Short Christmas Stories Are Perfect for the Holiday Season

Christmas is a time for reflection, giving, and togetherness. Short stories allow us to quickly immerse
ourselves in festive narratives without requiring a significant time commitment. They?re ideal for:

- Sharing with children to teach lessons about kindness and generosity.
- Reading aloud during gatherings to foster family bonding.
- Incorporating into holiday traditions as quick, meaningful activities.
- Creating memorable moments that can be revisited year after year.

Moreover, short stories often distill the essence of Christmas ? hope, love, and goodwill ? into
concise narratives that resonate deeply. Their brevity makes them accessible for all ages, ensuring
that everyone can enjoy a taste of holiday magic.

Classic Short Christmas Stories and Their Themes

Many beloved Christmas stories are short but packed with timeless messages. Here are some
notable examples and their core themes:

The Gift of the Magi by O. Henry

- Theme: Sacrifice and love
- Summary: A young married couple sacrifices their most prized possessions to buy each other

Christmas gifts, illustrating that true giving comes from the heart.

A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens (excerpted stories and summaries)

Published by: panel.insanustu.work Page 1 of 22



SOME SHORT CHRISTMAS STORIES PDF Vol. 2026, Issue 5

- Theme: Redemption and generosity
- Summary: Ebenezer Scrooge?s transformation from miser to benefactor highlights the

importance of kindness and compassion.

The Little Match Girl by Hans Christian Andersen

- Theme: Compassion and hope amidst suffering
- Summary: A poor girl?s final moments are filled with visions of warmth and happiness,

reminding us of the importance of empathy.

Popular Short Christmas Stories for All Ages

Below are some delightful stories suitable for children and adults alike, perfect for sharing during the
holiday season.

1. The Christmas Star

A story about a young boy who finds a star-shaped stone and learns that sometimes the simplest
gifts can bring the greatest joy. It emphasizes gratitude and appreciating the little things.

2. The Snowman?s Secret

A tale of a snowman who comes to life on Christmas Eve to help a lonely child realize that friendship
and kindness are the real treasures of Christmas.

3. The Christmas Tree?s Wish

A story about a Christmas tree longing to be loved and chosen. When a family selects it, the tree
learns that giving and sharing are what make the holiday special.

4. The Lost Ornament

Follows a small ornament that falls off the tree but finds its way back, illustrating perseverance and
the importance of home and belonging.

Creating Your Own Short Christmas Stories

Crafting short Christmas stories can be a fun and rewarding activity. They can be personalized to
reflect your family?s traditions or lessons you wish to pass on. Here are some tips to get started:
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- Focus on a central message: kindness, gratitude, hope, or giving.
- Include relatable characters: children, animals, or family members.
- Use vivid imagery: describe festive sights, sounds, and smells to evoke the holiday spirit.
- Keep it concise: aim for clarity and emotional impact without overcomplicating the plot.
- Incorporate a twist or moral: leave the reader with a meaningful lesson.

Example of a Short Christmas Story You Can Write

Title: The Magic Christmas Card

Synopsis: A young girl sends a holiday card to her lonely neighbor, only to discover that her small
act of kindness sparks a chain reaction of goodwill throughout her neighborhood.

This simple story emphasizes the power of small gestures and how they can create a community
filled with warmth and joy.

Tips for Sharing Short Christmas Stories

Sharing stories is a key part of Christmas traditions. Here are some suggestions to make your
storytelling more meaningful:

- Create a cozy atmosphere: dim lights, holiday decorations, and warm beverages enhance the
experience.

- Use expressive voice and gestures: bring characters and scenes to life.
- Encourage participation: invite children or guests to add their own twists or endings.
- Incorporate related activities: craft ornaments or draw scenes inspired by the stories.
- Record or write down stories: preserve your favorites for future generations.

Conclusion: The Enduring Charm of Short Christmas Stories

Short Christmas stories hold a special place in holiday traditions because they encapsulate the
essence of Christmas ? love, hope, and generosity ? in a format that?s easy to share and
remember. From classic tales like The Gift of the Magi to original stories crafted by families, these
narratives help us reflect on what truly matters during this magical season. Whether read aloud
around the fireplace, shared in a Christmas card, or written as a family project, short stories deepen
our connections and remind us that sometimes, the simplest tales can have the most profound
impact.

As you gather with loved ones this holiday season, consider sharing a short Christmas story or
creating your own. It?s a beautiful way to keep the spirit of Christmas alive, to pass on cherished
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values, and to create new memories that will warm your heart for years to come.
 
Short Christmas Stories are a delightful way to capture the warmth, wonder, and magic of the
holiday season in a concise and impactful manner. These stories, often brief yet rich with emotion,
serve as perfect read-alouds for families, quick festive reads for busy schedules, or inspirational
tales to share during holiday gatherings. Their brevity allows for a focused exploration of themes like
kindness, generosity, hope, and the true spirit of Christmas, making them a favorite choice for both
children and adults alike. In this article, we'll delve into some of the most beloved short Christmas
stories, analyzing their themes, storytelling techniques, and what makes them stand out during this
festive time.

Popular Short Christmas Stories and Their Themes

Many short Christmas stories have become timeless classics, each offering unique perspectives on
the holiday spirit. Here, we explore some notable examples and what makes them special.

"The Gift of the Magi" by O. Henry

Overview: This classic tale tells of a young couple, Jim and Della, who sacrifice their most prized
possessions to buy each other Christmas gifts. Their love and selflessness highlight the true
meaning of giving.

Themes:

- Sacrifice and selflessness
- Love over material possessions
- The spirit of giving

Pros:

- Powerful message about love and sacrifice
- Well-crafted twist ending that emphasizes the story's moral
- Short length makes it accessible and easy to share

Cons:

- Slightly old-fashioned language may require explanation for younger readers
- Focused more on romantic love, which might not resonate with all audiences
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"A Christmas Carol" (excerpt or adapted short stories) by Charles Dickens

Overview: Though originally a novella, many authors have adapted condensed versions or short
stories inspired by Dickens' tale of Ebenezer Scrooge?s redemption.

Themes:

- Redemption and forgiveness
- The importance of compassion
- Social responsibility

Features:

- Focus on transformation and hope
- Often adapted into brief stories suitable for all ages

Pros:

- Inspires moral reflection and change
- Rich in symbolism and imagery
- Suitable for educational purposes during the holiday season

Cons:

- Full novella may be lengthy; shorter versions require careful selection
- Some adaptations may oversimplify complex themes

Characteristics of Effective Short Christmas Stories

Great short Christmas stories share certain features that make them memorable and meaningful.
Recognizing these elements can enhance the reading experience.

Conciseness and Focus

Short stories excel when they deliver a clear message or theme without unnecessary detours. Their
brevity demands precision, ensuring that every word contributes to the overall impact.
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Emotional Resonance

Effective stories evoke feelings of joy, nostalgia, hope, or compassion. They often tap into universal
human experiences, making their messages relatable.

Symbolism and Imagery

Using vivid imagery and symbols (like Christmas trees, snow, or gifts) helps evoke the holiday
atmosphere and deepen the story's meaning.

Accessible Language

Since they often target a broad audience, short Christmas stories tend to use straightforward
language, making them suitable for children and adults alike.

Notable Short Christmas Stories for Different Audiences

Depending on the audience and purpose, certain stories stand out as particularly effective or
popular.

For Children: "The Little Drummer Boy"

Overview: This story, often presented as a poem or short narrative, tells of a young boy who has no
gift to offer but plays his drum with all his heart, symbolizing sincerity and love.

Features:

- Simple yet meaningful message
- Rhythmic language appealing to children
- Emphasizes the importance of giving from the heart

Pros:

- Easy to understand and memorize
- Encourages children to value emotional gifts over material ones

Cons:
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- May lack complexity for older audiences
- Variations exist, so quality may vary

For Teens and Adults: "The Christmas Spirit" by Willa Cather

Overview: This short story explores a young girl's realization of the true meaning of Christmas
through small acts of kindness in her community.

Features:

- Focus on community and moral growth
- Reflective and inspiring tone

Pros:

- Encourages reflection on personal values
- Suitable for discussion and sharing

Cons:

- Slightly more complex language
- May require context for full appreciation

How to Choose the Right Short Christmas Stories

Selecting the perfect story depends on the audience, purpose, and setting. Here are some tips to
guide your choice:

- Audience Age: For children, opt for stories with simple language and positive messages. For
adults, stories with deeper themes or moral dilemmas work well.

- Theme Focus: Decide whether to emphasize themes like charity, family, or redemption.
- Story Length: Ensure the story's length matches your available time?short stories are ideal for

quick sharing or reading aloud.
- Cultural Relevance: Choose stories that resonate with your cultural background or personal

traditions to enhance engagement.

Advantages of Using Short Christmas Stories During the Holidays
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Incorporating short stories into holiday traditions offers numerous benefits.

- Ease of Sharing: Short stories are quick to read or narrate, making them perfect for busy
schedules.

- Educational Value: They serve as tools for teaching moral lessons and cultural values.
- Festive Atmosphere: Rich imagery and themes help set a warm, joyful holiday mood.
- Family Bonding: Reading stories together creates meaningful memories and encourages

discussion.

Conclusion

Short Christmas Stories are an essential part of holiday celebrations, encapsulating the spirit of
giving, love, and hope in a compact form that appeals to all ages. From timeless classics like "The
Gift of the Magi" to adapted tales inspired by Dickens, these stories remind us of the true meaning of
Christmas. Their concise nature makes them versatile tools for teaching moral lessons, fostering
family traditions, or simply spreading holiday cheer. Whether you prefer heartwarming tales for
children or reflective stories for adults, the richness of short Christmas stories offers something
special for everyone. As you gather with loved ones this holiday season, consider sharing one of
these stories to keep the spirit of Christmas alive in your hearts and homes.
 

 QuestionAnswer What are some popular short Christmas stories for children? Popular short
Christmas stories for children include 'The Gift of the Magi' by O. Henry, 'The Little Fir Tree' by Hans
Christian Andersen, 'A Christmas Carol' excerpted stories, and 'The Christmas Wish' by Lori Evert.
These stories capture themes of kindness, generosity, and holiday magic. How can short Christmas
stories be used to teach children about holiday values? Short Christmas stories often emphasize
themes like giving, compassion, and family, making them excellent tools to teach children about
holiday values. Reading these stories can foster empathy and reinforce the spirit of generosity
associated with Christmas. Are there any modern short Christmas stories that are trending among
readers? Yes, modern short Christmas stories such as 'The Christmas Spirit' by various authors and
contemporary retellings like 'The Night Before Christmas' adaptations are trending. These stories
often incorporate modern themes while preserving traditional holiday magic. What are some creative
ways to share short Christmas stories during holiday gatherings? You can share short Christmas
stories through storytelling sessions, reading aloud by the fireplace, or as part of holiday game
nights. Additionally, creating illustrated storybooks or using digital storytelling apps can make
sharing stories more engaging for all ages. Where can I find a collection of short Christmas stories
to read this holiday season? You can find collections of short Christmas stories in libraries,
bookstores, and online platforms such as Project Gutenberg, Amazon Kindle, or free e-book
websites. Many websites also offer downloadable PDFs and audiobooks perfect for holiday
listening. 
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Short Vowel Digraph Word List

short vowel digraph word list

Understanding the fundamentals of English phonics is essential for early learners, teachers, and
parents aiming to improve reading and spelling skills. One of the key components in phonics
instruction involves mastering short vowel sounds and their corresponding digraphs. A short vowel
digraph word list serves as a valuable resource for learners to recognize, pronounce, and spell
words containing these sounds. This comprehensive guide explores the concept of short vowel
digraphs, provides extensive word lists, and offers practical tips for teaching and learning.

What Are Short Vowel Digraphs?

Definition of Short Vowel Digraphs

A short vowel digraph consists of two vowels that together produce a single short vowel sound
within a syllable. Unlike long vowel sounds, which sound like the name of the letter, short vowel
sounds are quick and abrupt. These digraphs are fundamental in phonics instruction because they
help learners decode words more effectively.

Common Short Vowel Digraphs in English

The five primary short vowel digraphs include:

- ai ? as in rain (although 'ai' can sometimes be long, in some words it is short, but predominantly
it?s a long sound. For short vowel sounds, focus on other digraphs).

- ea ? as in head (short e) and bread.
- oo ? as in book and good.
- ou ? as in shout (short ou).
- oi ? as in coin (though 'oi' often makes a diphthong, in some words it has a short sound).

However, for pure short vowel sounds, the most relevant digraphs are those producing short a, e, i,
o, and u sounds.
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Short Vowel Sounds and Corresponding Digraphs

Short A

The short a sound is found in many common words and can be represented by the following
digraphs:

- ca ? as in cat, cab, cap
- ba ? as in bat, bag, cap
- fa ? as in fan, fad, map
- ma ? as in mat, man, map
- sa ? as in sat, sad, sand

Note: While 'ca', 'ba', 'fa', 'ma', and 'sa' are not always digraphs for the short a sound, they often
appear in words containing the short a. The most common short a words are often just the single
vowel 'a' with consonants.

Short E

- et ? as in bed, set, get
- en ? as in pen, den, men
- ed ? as in red, bed, fed
- em ? as in them, gem
- ep ? as in pep (less common)

Short I

- it ? as in sit, bit, fit
- id ? as in did, kid
- ip ? as in lip, zip
- im ? as in him, rim
- in ? as in pin, win, sin

Short O

- op ? as in top, pop, hop
- ot ? as in hot, pot, not
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- ob ? as in bob, job
- om ? as in mom, comb
- od ? as in god, rod

Short U

- ut ? as in cut, nut
- ub ? as in cub, rub
- up ? as in cup, sup
- un ? as in sun, fun, run
- ud ? less common, but appears in words like bud

Extensive Short Vowel Digraph Word Lists

To aid in learning, below are categorized lists of words containing short vowel digraphs. These lists
serve as practice material for decoding and spelling.

Short A Word List

- cat
- cap
- bag
- mad
- sat
- map
- fan
- lap
- sad
- rat
- tan
- hat
- cab
- jam
- pan
- mat
- tag
- van
- can
- nap
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Short E Word List

- bed
- red
- pen
- bet
- fed
- men
- set
- leg
- wet
- net
- jet
- led
- peg
- hen
- web
- den
- fed
- gem
- men

Short I Word List

- sit
- lip
- pin
- pig
- kid
- rim
- win
- fin
- bit
- hit
- fig
- him
- dip
- tin
- zig
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- fig
- rib
- sis
- zip

Short O Word List

- top
- pot
- hop
- dog
- box
- dot
- cot
- log
- fog
- jog
- mug
- bug
- lot
- sob
- rod
- got
- plop
- rot
- pop
- rock

Short U Word List

- cut
- sun
- mug
- bug
- nut
- cup
- run
- fun
- mud
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- bus
- tub
- rug
- hum
- gum
- sub
- bud
- dud
- up
- us

Teaching Strategies for Short Vowel Digraphs

Phonics Instruction

- Use visual aids like flashcards showing words and pictures.
- Incorporate phonics games that emphasize short vowel sounds.
- Practice blending consonants with short vowels to form words.

Word Recognition and Spelling

- Encourage learners to identify short vowel sounds in spoken words.
- Practice spelling words from the short vowel digraph list.
- Use word building activities with letter tiles or magnetic letters.

Reading Practice

- Select age-appropriate books containing high frequency short vowel words.
- Read aloud sessions focusing on pronunciation.
- Use repetitive texts to reinforce recognition.

Interactive Activities

- Vowel sound sorting games.
- Fill-in-the-blank exercises.
- Writing short sentences using words from the list.
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Importance of Short Vowel Digraphs in Reading Development

Mastering short vowel digraphs is crucial for developing strong decoding skills. These phonics
patterns form the foundation of many common words, enabling early readers to recognize and read
with confidence. An understanding of short vowel sounds enhances spelling accuracy and
vocabulary growth.

By regularly practicing with a short vowel digraph word list, learners improve their phonemic
awareness, which is essential for fluent reading. Teachers and parents should incorporate diverse
activities to make learning engaging and effective.

Resources for Short Vowel Digraph Learning

- Printable Word Lists: Downloadable PDFs for practice at home or in classrooms.
- Educational Games: Online and offline games focusing on short vowel sounds.
- Phonics Apps: Interactive apps that reinforce short vowel digraph recognition.
- Flashcards: Visual aids for quick recall and reinforcement.
- Worksheets: Exercises for decoding, spelling, and sentence building.

Conclusion

A comprehensive understanding of the short vowel digraph word list is essential for early literacy
development. Recognizing and practicing words containing short vowel sounds build phonemic
awareness, decoding skills, and confidence in reading. Whether through games, worksheets, or
reading activities, consistent exposure to these word patterns accelerates learning and lays a solid
foundation for advanced literacy skills.

Incorporate the lists and strategies provided here into daily teaching routines to foster a fun,
engaging, and effective phonics learning environment. Remember, mastery of short vowel digraphs
opens the door to a world of reading adventures and lifelong learning.
 
Short vowel digraph word list: An Essential Guide for Early Readers and Educators

Understanding the short vowel digraph word list is fundamental for early literacy development.
These word lists serve as building blocks for young learners beginning to decode and spell words.
Short vowel digraphs?combinations of two vowels that produce a single short vowel sound?are
common in the English language and play a crucial role in phonics instruction. This comprehensive
guide explores what short vowel digraphs are, provides extensive examples, and offers practical tips
for teaching and mastering these essential words.
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What Are Short Vowel Digraphs?

Defining Digraphs

A digraph is a pair of letters that together produce a single sound. In the context of vowels, digraphs
often influence the pronunciation of words and are integral to phonics instruction. Short vowel
digraphs specifically involve two vowels that combine to create a short, quick vowel sound.

Short Vowel Sounds

The five short vowels in English are:

- a as in cat
- e as in bed
- i as in sit
- o as in dog
- u as in cup

Short Vowel Digraphs

Short vowel digraphs are pairs of vowels that combine to produce a short vowel sound. Unlike long
vowel sounds, which say their name, short vowel sounds are quick and clipped. Examples include:

- ai (as in rain) ? but note that rain is a diphthong, so not part of the short vowel digraphs
- ea (as in bread) ? here, the ea produces the short e sound
- ee (as in see) ? typically a long e, but in some contexts, it acts as a short vowel sound
- oa (as in boat) ? usually a long o, so not a short vowel digraph
- oo (as in book) ? can be long or short; oo in book is short
- au (as in audience) ? generally a short a sound in some words
- aw (as in saw) ? often a short a sound
- ai and ay are often long sounds; in the short vowel digraph list, focus is on ea, ee, oo (short), au,

aw, etc.

Note: For the purpose of a short vowel digraph word list, the focus is on those pairs that produce a
short vowel sound, such as ea in bread, ee in see, oo in look, aw in saw, and au in pause
(depending on dialect).

The Most Common Short Vowel Digraphs and Their Word Lists

Published by: panel.insanustu.work Page 16 of 22



SOME SHORT CHRISTMAS STORIES PDF Vol. 2026, Issue 5

- ea ? Short e Sound

Examples:

- bread
- head
- dead
- said
- friend

Usage Tips:

- The ea digraph often produces the short e sound in words where the e is in a closed syllable.
- Be aware that ea can also produce long e sounds, as in team, so context matters.

- ee ? Short e Sound

Examples:

- see
- feet
- been
- speed
- feel

Usage Tips:

- The ee digraph usually makes a long e sound, but in some words like been, the pronunciation
may differ by dialect.

- Focus on words where ee appears in a closed syllable to reinforce short e sounds.

- oo ? Short u or oo Sound

Examples:

Published by: panel.insanustu.work Page 17 of 22



SOME SHORT CHRISTMAS STORIES PDF Vol. 2026, Issue 5

- book
- good
- look
- foot
- stood

Usage Tips:

- The oo digraph commonly produces a short u sound in words like book and look.
- It can also produce a long oo sound, as in moon, so context is key when teaching.

- aw ? Short a Sound

Examples:

- saw
- paw
- claw
- straw
- yawn

Usage Tips:

- The aw digraph often appears at the end of words or syllables.
- It typically produces a short a sound, especially in closed syllable words.

- au ? Short o or aw Sound

Examples:

- pause (pronounced /paws/)
- authors (in some dialects)
- haul

Usage Tips:
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- The au digraph is less common in short vowel words but appears in some words borrowed from
other languages.

Additional Short Vowel Digraphs in Common Use

While the core list above covers most short vowel digraphs, some less common or dialect-specific
digraphs include:

- ow ? as in cow or brown (short ow sound)
- oi ? as in boil (though often a diphthong)
- oy ? as in boy (typically a long o sound)

Note: For a focused short vowel digraph word list, emphasis is placed on ea, ee, oo (short), aw, and
au.

Teaching Strategies for Short Vowel Digraphs

Phonics Instruction and Word Lists

- Use visual aids and flashcards featuring short vowel digraphs.
- Incorporate multisensory activities like writing the words, saying them aloud, and sorting them

into categories.
- Practice with both isolated words and sentences to reinforce understanding.

Engaging Activities

- Word Sorting: Group words based on their digraphs.
- Matching Games: Match words with their corresponding images.
- Fill-in-the-Blank: Complete sentences with missing short vowel digraph words.
- Read-Alouds: Encourage students to read short vowel digraph words in context.

Common Pitfalls and How to Address Them

- Confusing short and long vowel sounds in digraphs.
- Overgeneralizing rules; remember some digraphs produce different sounds depending on the

word.
- Encouraging students to pay attention to context for pronunciation clues.
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Sample Short Vowel Digraph Word List for Practice

Here is an extensive list of words categorized by short vowel digraphs to aid teaching and review:

ea

- bread
- head
- dead
- said
- friend
- meat (context-dependent)
- read (past tense)

ee

- see
- feet
- been
- feel
- sleep
- deep
- need

oo (short)

- book
- look
- good
- foot
- stood
- hook
- crook

aw

- saw
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- paw
- claw
- straw
- yawn
- crawl

au

- pause
- fault
- haul
- author (variant pronunciation)

Conclusion: The Significance of Mastering Short Vowel Digraphs

A carefully curated short vowel digraph word list is instrumental in laying the foundation for
phonemic awareness and decoding skills in early learners. Recognizing these common digraphs
and their associated words empowers students to approach reading with confidence, fostering
fluency and comprehension.

Educators and parents can leverage this knowledge by integrating engaging activities, contextual
reading, and explicit instruction focused on these patterns. As students become familiar with short
vowel digraphs, they gain the tools necessary for tackling more complex words and developing a
lifelong love for reading.

By systematically exploring short vowel digraphs and their corresponding words, learners develop
essential phonics skills that serve as the cornerstone of effective literacy education.
 

 QuestionAnswer What is a short vowel digraph? A short vowel digraph is a pair of vowels that
together produce a short vowel sound, such as 'ea' in 'bed' or 'oo' in 'book'. Can you give examples
of common short vowel digraph words? Yes, examples include 'cat', 'bed', 'sit', 'hot', 'cup', 'fish',
'bus', 'egg', 'zip', and 'mud'. Why are short vowel digraphs important for early reading? They help
children recognize and decode common patterns in words, improving reading fluency and
comprehension. How can I teach short vowel digraphs to young learners? Use word lists,
flashcards, phonics games, and reading activities that focus on identifying and practicing these
digraphs in words. What is the difference between a short vowel digraph and a long vowel digraph?
A short vowel digraph produces a short vowel sound (e.g., 'ea' in 'bread'), while a long vowel digraph
produces a long vowel sound (e.g., 'ea' in 'read'). Are there any common rules for spelling short
vowel digraphs? Yes, often short vowel digraphs appear in closed syllables where a consonant
follows the digraph, such as 'hat', 'pen', or 'sit'. How can I create a word list for short vowel digraphs?
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Identify common digraphs like 'ea', 'oo', 'ai', 'ay', 'ou', etc., and list words that contain these patterns
with short vowel sounds. Are short vowel digraphs used in multisyllabic words? Typically, short
vowel digraphs are found in simple, one-syllable words, but they can appear in multisyllabic words
as part of larger syllables. What are some fun activities to reinforce short vowel digraphs? Activities
include matching games, sorting words by digraphs, creating word puzzles, and using song or chant
to memorize common digraphs. How do short vowel digraphs help improve spelling skills?
Recognizing digraphs helps students spell words correctly by understanding common letter
combinations that produce specific sounds. 

 
Related keywords: short vowels, vowel digraphs, word list, phonics, spelling, vowel combinations,
early reading, teaching resources, phonics words, vowel pairs
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